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Tuesday, February 25, 2020 

House Bill 2128 House Draft 1 
Testifying in Support, with Amendments 

Aloha Chair Luke, Vice Chair Cullen, and Members of the Committee on Finance, 

The Democratic Part of Hawai!i (The Party) stands in support of HB2128 HD1 Relating to 
Elections. This bill rightly makes amendments to HawaiiÕs election laws to clarify and improve 
the administration of elections by mail and establishes a process, beginning on January 1, 2021, 
for preregistering public school- and charter school-enrolled students to vote. Additionally, the 
bill establishes ranked choice voting for special federal elections and special elections of vacant 
county council seats, as well as amends deadlines for candidates attempting to fill vacant state 
senate seats. 

This is a good bill for numerous reasons and The Party is thankful to the Committee for hearing 
the bill, as are we to the Judiciary Committee for its support of the measure, including the 
amendments made to it. 

In particular, we are encouraged by the re-insertion of the definition of precincts and 
accompanying amendments. The on-going establishment of Precincts is vital to the PartyÕs 
ability to organize itself in useful ways that mirrors election structures. WhatÕs more, given that 
precincts are the smallest organizing structure for BOTH the Office of Elections AND the 
Democratic Party of Hawaii, retaining the definition and existence of Precincts in the law is also, 
we believe, useful for elected officials and candidates to elective office and a subset of larger 
districts for the purposes of campaign activities.  

We are also heartened to see language which provides for ÒpreregisteringÓ of public and charter 
school students to vote. Encouraging young people to engage our government process and 
public discourse is very beneficial and we appreciate the legislatureÕs support of this. 

Finally, while The Party supports the use of ranked choice voting in certain special and other 
elections, we are concerned that the language in this bill may eliminate the ability of its 
members at the House and Senate District levels from selecting a list of potential appointees by 
the Governor when a vacancy occurs. We would encourage the legislature to review the House 
Draft 1 and eliminate such text from the bill. 

For these reasons we urge to vote favorably on this bill, with potential amendments. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify, 

Josh Frost     Zahava Zaidoff 
Co-Chair, Legislation Committee  Co-Chair, Legislation Committee 
Democratic Party of Hawai!i   Democratic Party of Hawai!i 
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HB-2128-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/22/2020 5:13:10 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/25/2020 11:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Barbara Best Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I support Common Cause Hawaii & therefore their testimony on this issue. 

Mahalo 
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HB-2128-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/24/2020 8:11:29 AM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/25/2020 11:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Michael Golojuch Jr Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-2128-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/24/2020 11:49:22 AM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/25/2020 11:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Edward B Hanel Jr Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Concur with CommonCause Hawaii comments regarding HB2128.  

Of special concern is the unliteral authority of county clerks to open (or not open) places 
of deposit. Page 25, lines 2-4.   One county clerk contacted about seeking additional 
funding to increase places of deposit advised that the additional funds would only result 
in additional work.  No request would be submitted for additional funds. HB2128 needs 
to correct this approach concerning county clerk duties.   
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